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WALLENBERG: A LINGERING TRAGEDY OF WORLD WAR II 
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January I9SI walked tin* -'With anniversary *A tin' d*%i|»|icaraii« *• •*! Haunt IdMaf 
Wallenberg, lire Swedish diplomat credited with .aviug tlwMisnids ol Hungarian Jews 
during World War II Arr«'4«l In’ thr So\ w*ls in 1945. WallmU’ir ' lull’ Minaiih a 
tantalizing mystery fr'tl by continuing mutfU that In* survives somewhere in the Snvh i 
gulag. PrnNiTf Iroin mceesstse Swedish w'l’fiinriil* si' well ,»*. r« »cnt iiucrbs from 
the United States and Israel lave lath'd to evtra* t a Siit;sl.i<-t<*r\ c*i4aiiution frum 
Moscow Neither Stulm. Khiushchev i* the current Soviet leadership base provided 
answers to why WalletilicrR wa' arrested and detained. or wlial late Udell hiiu. 
Although the definitive tfnry may ne%er be lehl. a bn 4c into the dc< lussif ied drvmiieiitft 
of tin* US War Refugee Hoard, which actually simnsored \V allenUrg* project, 
provide) some interesting insight • into tin- clandestine character of that orwini/atioti- 
• (actor that could haw armun. Soviet sus|ttrhms uim! ImI to his disa|»p*ara»M v 

In 1979, the US State Department a<vepu*d (urtial rcsimtotUlify lor \V allrtiU'rtt’t 
fate by admitting in a so-called “non pai**r“ presented to the Sovn*t charge m 
Washington tlat the I S liad provided funds f«*r the itmeruin to save I lima.ii iau Jews. 
Tl»e Department failed to reveal. Uncever. tiwt Wallenbergs u nliiil man at tla* US 
legation in Stockholm. Iver C. Ohcii. was a member *»| tin* Office of Strategic Service* 
(OSS), the ptirent organization oi the Central Intelligent c knur The Hungarian 
project was . .a* «.f about a half-dozen similar operations sponsored l»> iIm- War 
Refiwce Board— i. 4 the OSS— in an effort to saw Ftirepcu" )« wry tnun iIm Nazi hnh 

ocaust. At great personal risk, Wallenberg extended n« nirahst Swi*bn’s «ii|d alb* 

protection to Hurtgaria.i Jews, often using fake d« ailment saitd brilierv and x>im*tiiiies 
resorting to bold detvjrtimH. lie is credited with having saved at hasi 2RR€MHD lives. 
Mentioned for the Nnbet peace pri/c for tin* first time n< I94H. his name has law *ait 
forward almost every year since. 

Wallenberg was l*>rn to I hr rm'htly will >wi-d H;iph»cs> Mai v.ot Daniel of 
Stockholm on August I. 1912 His fatlier was Jewish ami was related t<> the wealthy 
Swedish banking family headed by Jacob ami Maun* Wallcnlicig Far lie* g. Herat h#is 
of the Wallenberg family had enjoyed distinguished career* in the diplomatic m o in-. 
One of Raoul's graml uncles had served as Swedish Minister t<» the l.egfcttun in tin* 
United States and anotltcr was Foreign Minister during World War I llis aunt "a* 
married to Colonel William Calvin of C»*niM*etic»i1. a foi iiht l S military attache in 
Stockholm. 

W , ullenl>org was an architect by pr« rfcssioit jod had * tin I it si at the l iuvitmIv of 
Michigan in 19TI and UkW US diplomatic emre>i»ciid» mv Mimsim; he dis..|ipe.ir- 
anee indicates that lie was w «*ll connected in WashinglMi ;»»*! omv Iiavc Iweii 
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personally acquainted with P re sid ent Roosevelt He hid been working with a fine « 
Stockholm in lone 1944 when the Swedish Fonim Office approached him te take an 
alignment at the Swedish Legation in Budapest. Accepting the aaignmeat. WaW 
berg told the American Minister in Stockholm, Herschei Johnson, that be warned to 
save lives and was not interested merely in filing reports to the Foreign Office Beth 
Itohmon and Ivor Olsen, who* was also the War Refugee Board representative in 
Stockholm, were impressed with Wallenberg and described him as ‘our choice" far 
the Job. 

Jnhaenu informed the Department in a cable on June 29, 1944 that tbr Swedish 
Foreign O'. ice felt that by twigging Wallenberg to Budapest it was cooperating fitly 
with the furtherance of an “American program." According to Johraon. WJtrnhrrg 
felt tliat h»‘ was carrying out a rotation for the US War Refugee Board— implying that 
hr slewed kb posting as an attache to the Swedish Legation as his cover O me 
qurntly. the newly appointed attache requested that Washington cable full iml ruc- 
tions outlining hb duties, limits of authority and estent of financial support. Johnson 
recommended that Wallenberg not be restricted by* a “concrete program." but be 
given rather general instructions that would allow him to deal with situations as they 
deve l oped. He further informed Washington that arrangements had been made to 
communicate with Wallenberg in Budapest through the Foreign Office in Stockholm 

Wallenbergs instructions were passed in a War Refugee Board cable relayed in 
July by the State Department to Stockho lm . They included an account of how much 
funding was available, a description of the various refugee escape channels that might 
be umd to smuggle out Hungarian Jews and a lb! of pomible friendly contacts in the 
Budapest area Ohm was told to pass on to Wallrnberg as much of this information as 
he deemed advisable. Tbe Boards message also said that: 

“while he (Wallenberg) cannot of course, act as the Board's representative, nor 
purport to act in Its name, he can. whenever advtaable. indicate that as a Swede 
he b free to communicate with Stockholm where a r epre s en t ative of the Board 
b ■rationed He may thus express hb willingness to lay before the Board's 
ripementative specif**' proposeb if in any particular case hr should deem so 
doing to be advisable, or If by reason of the nature of the proposes Ohm's or 
the Board's approval bnecesmry “ 

hi order to appreciate Wallenberg's accomplishments it b necessary to under* 
band the plight of European Jewry to the spring of 1914. The German army had suf- 
fered devastating loan to the East and the long anticipated Allied invasion of Europr 
seemed imminent. Despite accounts of the horrors of Nasi extermination camps, most 
Jews, particularly those to Hungary who hod survived to one of Europe's most anti- 
Semitic countries, were reluctant to believe the thoroughness of Hitlers “final 
solution." Many Jews fled from Germany, Slovakia, and Poland to Hungary despite its 
hbtory of anti-semitism and its reputation as a loyal ally of Nazi Germany. Anti- 
semitism long had been at) element .of life to Hungary. In 1924. long before Hitler 
came to power, Hungary promulgated the first discriminatory* laws against Jew* 

Nevertheless, as the war drew to a dose, the Jewish population in Hungary 
increased as a result of the influx of refugee* For their part, many Hungarian Jews 
thoiwht Germany soon would pull back its forces and negotiate a surrender The 
Horthy government certainly would have followed Berlin's lead. Instead. Horthy was 
deposed and on March 19. 1944 elements of the German army entered Budapest and 
the one-time ally for all practical purpose* became an occupied country under the 
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Siaiisi regime. A few days bier, Adolf Eicfunann, architect of (he final solution, 
arrived ha Budapest along with some of the most infamous officers of deMnsb 
satxkomaiandos — the medal section of the Gestapo charged with the extinction of 
lews. Germany was going to lose the war but efforts to complete the extermination of 
the fews was accorded top priority. 

In ^ttr of these developments, most lews refused to take any defens i ve action. 
Efforts~to foam a resistance, s pea rh e ad e d by’ young Hungarian 2iontotx, weir only 
partially succemful because the majority of jews would not take up arms. The docility 
of the Hungarian Jews, choosing to believe that the Germans eventually would 
abandon their extermination plans, was turned to Nad advantage by Eickmaim. 
When Jews by the thousands were turned out of their homes and herded into ghettos 
and staging areas for trampoct to the death camps. Jewish l e ad e r s often went among 
their co-religionists urging them not tc panic and to cooperate with Nad and 
Hungarian authorities. As a result, during the spring and summer nf 1944. some 
800.000 Jews were transported from Hungary and executed. 

Earlier that year, stories of the holocaust had begun to reach Washington, 
Stockholm and other world capitals. While few grasped the extent of the honor. 
President Roosevelt put into action plans to assist the remaining Jews to escape and to 
discourage further atrocities, particularly fa countries allied to Germany Roosevelt 
towed a statement warning the Hungarians and other German allies that the I'S was 
determined to see that those who shared the guih of Nad policies be punished Stonibr 
resolutions were passed by* both the Home and Senate. Copies of both dure liven to 
Wallenberg with the instruction that whenever possible hie shoukTcatf them to the 
attention of the Hungarian authorities. 

The War Refngm Board mas established in January 1944 as pari of the Executive 
Office of the President. The Board was composed of the Secretaries of State. Treasuiy 
and War. The Board's nWoe was to combat the Nazi efforts to exterminate captive 
people became of their race, religion, or political beliefs. The first Executive Director 
of the Board was John Fehle, assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury. He was 
s u cceeded a year later by Brigadier General William O'Dwyer who directed the 
Board until Its dfanoluboo in S e p te m be r 194V 

The records of the Board suggnt that the experience gained by the Adminht ra- 
tion in iritir* up the Office of Strategic Services a few yean earber was used toetfab* 
ttoh the new organization. Special representatives served the Board in strategic areas in 
or near the European mainland— Turkey. Switzerland. Sweden. Portugal the UK, 
Itah, and North Africa. Their communications were chgtfted and the Board's 
representatives and contacts in enemy territory— sometimes referred to as "agents"— 
often bad cover. Although those of the Boards records dealing with Wallenberg fail to 
reveal any connection with any intelligence organization, a Pill ebsrified list of OSS 
employees identifies Iver C Oben. the Board's r eprese nt ative in Stockholm and the 
link between Wallenberg and Washington, as a member of the Special Intelligence 
Branch. OSS. Oben was a diplomat and Board representative, apparently, he was part 
of the 35-man OSS station in Stoddn^m in the fall of 1944, as well. If Oban's identity 
was known to Soviet intelligence— perhaps through liaison arrangements— it is 
pnauble that Wallenberg * contacts with American intelligence may have aroused 
Soviet suspicion. 

Wallenberg arrived in Budapest in July and immediately rented a 16-room office 
which he placed under the extraterrilorality of the Swedish Legation This office had a 
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Another version of Wallenberg's disappearance is attributed,*® • Latvian named 
Krisko who worked as a Russian interpreter at the Swedish Legation in Budapest at the 
time. The Legation had employed Krisko to handle Russian traffic after Sweden 
accepted responsibility for Soviet interests when Hungary dec la re d war on the tSSR 
Krisko and Wallenberg were arrested about the same time and held at a Soviet 
military facility outside Bu dap est. On January 20 they were flown to Moscow This 
was the first time they had seen each other since before their arrest and, according to 
' Krisko. Wallenberg, who wfc sitting under guard several feet away, nodded in 
recognition. Wallenberg, "looked bouyant. probably thinking his arrest was a misun- 
derstanding A few days later the Swedish Legation in Moscow- was informed by the 
Soviets that Wallenberg was under their "protection." 

A. the plight of Jewish refugees improved foBowing the Nari cottapm in 
Hmprv. communications between Stockholm and the War Refugee Board dimin- 
ished; it was April before M isdsl a t JohrUon reported to Washington that Sweden had 
asked for US aaristanrt in dstsrmining Wittenberg's fate. He said there had been 
un con fir med radio reports that Wal le nb er g had been murdered, presumably fay* the 
Anew Cram, and asked that our Embossy in Moscow be instructed to request 
omMauce from the Soviet government. In reaction to Johnson s coble. Treasury 
Secretary Henry Morgantbau reminded Secretary of State Edward Stettmtous of his 
own personal twteran in W itten b erg in a h and writ te n note on April 4 C o r r espondence 
c oncerning Wittenberg tapered off over the summer and the War Refugee Board was 
dhsnh sif in September. 

Swede s loyal to Wallenberg, however, were loath fb let the issue rest A 
Walenberg Committee was formed to p r es su re the Stockholm government to continue 
to query the Soviets. In the early post-war yean, 1ms than enthusiastic socialist 
governments in Stockholm tried to avoid provoking the Soviets. Nevertheless, after 
several attempts to elictt a respo na e from Moacow , a functionary at the Soviet Legation 
in Stockholm said in 1946 that Wallenberg was "being taken care of for tome foolish 
things he had done." Another story claimed that Wallenberg had been convicted by a 
Soviet court as an American pv and sentenced to 25 years. 

There are a number of things that may have caused the Soviets to doubt 
Wittenberg's credentials. His modus operandi certainly etceeded standard diplomatic 
practice. The falsification of doc um ent s for Jewish refugees, the use of bribes, and his 
successful use of bluff and bravado on numerous occasions were probably known to 
them. His familiarity with the Soviet interests section of the Swedish Legation, implied 
by the i nterpr e te r Krisko who also was accused by the Soviets of being an American 
spy, may have in cre a sed thorn ng pi c i o ns. The generally muddled condition of 
Wittenberg * bona tides is reflected in a portion of a digest coble from Allied 
headquarters in Caarrta, Italy in May 1945 According to a source in Budapest 
(poeUbty Briga d ier General Bonner Key. OS$h 

"General Key has asked the Soviet military' authorities for information 
regarding the whereabouts of Wallenberg. Meier, and Feller. The instruction in 
the Department's 12 for Budape$t will be compl i e d with as far as possible, but 
the fact that the Soviet authorities may wed have conclusive proof of pro-Nazi 
collaboration on the part of Fetter and poasibty of Meier and Wittenberg 
should be of interest to the Department." 

The reference to collaboration with the Nazi's probably referred to Wallenberg’s 
use of bribes to gain the release of Jews and other refugees. 
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Some of t be communfcaboas passed bv the Wn Mmnf Board representative in 
S to c k holm through the Swedish Foreign Office to W*tte«ber« aho may have aroused 
impictoii. For example, drortly after WaSmben arrived in Hungary. the Department 
of jtate ashed Ohm In Stockholm to request Mn to forward to a Hungarian 
twtom nwian a memage from Ins partner to Loo Angeles. The cooununkatlna was 
cryptic with numerous references to the reputed partner's personal effects — ruby cuff 
bill, hb wife's paid bracelet, a brooch with g reen stone, etc The hustoemman was to 
be told that he could expect to go toSwilmiand soon and sho^d "apply for a visa im- 
mediately." The D ep a rtmen t *» explanation for the mesm g e was that the two men were 
bnhness amociales and that the partner to Budapest soon was to 90 toSwitaerland on 
banking barium. The cable cautioned Ohm however, that if he thought it was 
inappropriate far any' reason to pam the mrsisgr he was to advise the Board, which 
would iccourider the action. Afchough there is no indication that the inmagr was 
passed to WaBenherg or by him to anyone elm. such instructions, if compromised, 
could have raised questions about hb as sign men t. 

Efforts to pet the Soviets to provide an expla n a ti o n of what happened to 
WaBenherg span the 36 yean since bb disapp e a r ance Suite r epor t e dl y took ri 
ps rm ni l In tern et In te vm t i gstin g Wa Be eb erg 's case but failed to reveal hb fate. When 
K h r u sh che v visited Sto ckh ol m in 1966 be was presented a petition by WaBenherg* 
mother and the Soviet lender promised to "dear up the matter." Subsequently. 
Msscow off ids By anno u nced that a "man n am e d Baoul WaBenherg died of a heart 
attack in July 1947" to Lubyaaka prison. The Swede s re qu este d the remaigt of the 
body— only to be told M bad bean cremated— despite the usual Soviet pprtkf of 
burying dece as ed p eteune w with their nu m ber plate affixed to a leg. In the Br ed m ev 
era, Soviet officiah teem torn between the Lubyaaka story and another that asserts 
tlmt WaBenherg was killed by Nazbor Hungarian fascists before the fall of Budapest 
in revenge for saving Jews. 

A number of reports from prisoners re l e a sed by the Soviets over the years dace 
the 1990X trace Wallenberg's odessey through the Soviet prison system Former 
inmates of Lubyanb, Vladimir, Aleksandrov Ontral, VerkhnewaK'sk. and other 
prisons have reported meeting Wallenberg or if knowing some other prisoner who 
knew him. One of the most recent and credible accounts b that of Jan Kaplan, a 
former inmate of Brstryka prison, who wrote hb daughter in Israel that while in the 
prison infirmary in 1977 he had met a Swede who had been in several different 
prisons over the past 30 years. According to Kaplan, the Swede "was in pretty good 
cond i tion." Thb report was subsequently relayed to Stockholm and the Swedish 
government sent yet another note to the Soviets in January 1979. The response: "No 
Further Information.” 

Never th eless, the Israeli gover nm ent felt that Kaplan's tale merited further 
investigation and Prime Minister Begin urged President Carter to ask Brezhnev about 
Wallenberg when the two leaders met at the Summit in Vienna In 1979 Members of 
the US delegation queried their Soviet counterparts to no avail. An earlier attempt to 
bring highbveJ US pressure to bear on the Soviets may have occurred in 1973 
According to Nina Lagergfen. Wallenberg's half-sister who visited Washington in the 
summer of 1979. former Secretary of State Henry Kbringcr vetoed instructions from 
hb staff to the US Ambassador in Moscow to demand information regarding 
Wallenberg. If 10 , Ktssraprr probably s e ns ed that such a demand would have been 
detrimental to the spirit of detente. Lagergren's visit, however, coincided with the 
"non-paper" mentioned earlier which admitted partial US funding for Wallenberg’s 
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